
Environmental Protection Authority

Locked Bag 33, Cloisters Square 
Perth Western Australia 6850

Attention: Ms I-Lyn Loo

SUBMISSION ON PUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR BIOMASS POWER PLANT, DIAMOND MILL, MANJIMUP

This is a submission on the Public Environmental Review for the Biomass Power Plant, Diamond Mill, Manjimup (January 2008). After due consideration, I make the following recommendations to the EPA:
Recommendation 1: The level of wood heavy-haulage on the South West Highway must be decreased to improve road safety. If the Biomass Power Plant proceeds, wood fuel must be transported by rail, and where rail is not possible, the proponents must pay for road improvements for public safety.
Recommendation 2: The location of the proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill is unacceptable because atmospheric pollution from the Plant will negate use of rainwater tanks for drinking water, on which approximately 120 families nearby are dependent, and exacerbate asthma and other respiratory disorders. 
Recommendation 3: The EPA must request the proponent address direct and indirect impacts of air pollution on agriculture in a supplement to the Public Environmental Review, and make the supplement available for public comment.

Recommendation 4: In giving consideration to the Public Environmental Review, the EPA must give priority attention to the pre-existing interests of ‘traditional’ rural land use and users, ahead of the new and conflicting interests of the proponents of the Biomass Power Plant.
Recommendation 5: If the pre-existing interests of ‘traditional’ rural land use and users are likely to be significantly harmed, then the Biomass Power Plant proponents should be redirected to the Manjimup Industrial Park, and, if necessary because of air pollution, be approved for a lower generation capacity (perhaps 20MW, rather than 40MW) at the Manjimup Industrial Park.
Recommendation 6: The EPA not approve the Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill, because, in that rural location, the net impacts on jobs and the local economy are likely to be negative, and thus there will be no benefits to the local and State economy to offset environmental costs.
Recommendation 7: The EPA should ask the proponent of the Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill if it has intentions of expanding beyond 40MW generation capacity at Diamond Mill, and if it does, the EPA should request a supplement to the Public Environmental Review providing preliminary information on environmental impacts and management of impacts beyond 40MW capacity.
Recommendation 8: The EPA should ask the proponent of the Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill if it or associated companies have approached the Forest Products Commission enquiring about access to native forest derived fuel, and if so, whether the proponent envisages use of native forest derived fuel within the wood fuel mix for up to 40MW generation capacity, and/or for expansion beyond 40MW capacity. The EPA should verify the proponent’s response with the Forest Products Commission.
Recommendation 9: The EPA oppose use of Karri, Jarrah and Marri from native forests as fuel for biomass power generation at Diamond Mill and elsewhere in WA.
Recommendation 10: The EPA note the Shire of Manjimup attracted the controversial Biomass Power Plant to the Shire and thus the Shire may not be impartial in it’s submission on the Public Environmental Review. 

Yours sincerely
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