The Hon David Templeman MLA
Minister for the Environment
29th Floor, Allendale Square
77 St Georges Terrace
PERTH WA 6000

Dear Minister
PUBLIC INTEREST IN DIAMOND MILL AS SITE FOR BIOMASS POWER PLANT
I write to seek clarification from you of a statement in relation to you in the Public Environmental Review for the Biomass Power Plant, Diamond Mill, Manjimup (January 2008, page 50) which says “The Minister supports the introduction of a regulation allowing leases in State forests for purposes that would have public benefit, such as the biomass power plant.”. The context is that the Biomass Power Plant is proposed to be located in State Forest at Diamond Mill.
Minister, please reply and advise me what public benefit is gained from locating this polluting industrial activity at Diamond Mill in State Forest with the current application based on 380,000 tonnes per annum of Tasmanian bluegum and pine fuel sourced from up to 100 kilometres away, not from the State Forest near Diamond Mill? There are three classified district industrial estates closer to the source of the wood fuel.
There is only a commercial interest for the proponents in locating at Diamond Mill, to save on power line costs because of proximity to the Manjimup electricity substation. Against this commercial interest of a multinational consortium, there are two demonstrable major conflicts with public interests. 
Firstly, the Western Australian Planning Commission published the ‘Warren-Blackwood Region Industrial Sites Study’ in July 2007 and in regard to Diamond Mill the Study stated “Diamond Mill has the existing Lambert siding and the main Manjimup substation located at the site; however these benefits are mitigated by the conservation issues and possible conflicts with the planning objectives of protecting this vegetation and protecting prime agricultural land.” (page 9). The Study concluded “In consideration of sites with existing industry it was identified that North Greenbushes, Manjimup and Hester have industrial expansion potential and the study recommends that these sites provide the short-medium term opportunities for sub-regional industries and are classified as district industrial estates.” (page 59). The initial version of the Study published in June 2005 made the same conclusions. The Department of Environment and Conservation were represented on the Industrial Sites Study Steering Committee by the Manager for the Warren Region.
Secondly, the Department of Water submission to the EPA on the Public Environmental Review objects to the Biomass Power Plant being located at Diamond Mill because energy industry facilities are an incompatible land use in proclaimed public drinking water source areas under the Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947. The Department of Water has identified the Biomass Power Plant proposed to be located in the Warren Water Reserve at Diamond Mill as a threat to the drinking water supply to the town of Pemberton and future public drinking water supplies from the Warren River catchment. The Department of Water recommends the Biomass Power Plant be located north of Bridgetown.
Information obtained under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 evidences the Shire of Manjimup ignored the Western Australian Planning Commission Warren-Blackwood Region Industrial Sites Study when writing to Connell Wagner on 27 August 2007 suggesting the Diamond Mill site to them as consultants for Western Australia Biomass Pty Ltd.  In August 2007 the Biomass Power Plant was at late stage planning for Hester, north of Bridgetown. The Shire of Manjimup was negligent in attracting the project to Diamond Mill, ignoring both WA Planning Commission strategy and water resource management legislation.
I await your reply on ‘public benefit’ justifying a regulation for use of the Diamond Mill site for the proposed Biomass Power Plant when there are two demonstrable major conflicts with the public interest.
Yours sincerely
