Hon Alan Carpenter MLA

Premier 

197 St George's Terrace

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Premier

KARRI FOREST AS FUEL FOR BIOMASS POWER GENERATION
I write to seek your assurance that the Karri forest will not be used as fuel for biomass power generation.  My grounds for concern are:
· a Biomass Power Plant of 40MW capacity is proposed for Diamond Mill, Manjimup, with the current application based on 380,000 tonnes per annum of Tasmanian bluegum and pine fuel sourced from up to 100 kilometres away;

· the Minister for Forestry on 29 November 2007 in answer to Parliamentary Question 5603 said Karri, Jarrah and Marri will be offered by tender to energy markets;
· in a 25 January 2008 letter responding to private questions on this, the Minister for Forestry said “I understand that the Manjimup biomass plant in question does not intend, under its current application process, to utilise fuel from native forest residues. Should the project ever reach a stage where it wished to expand its operation, that expansion would be subject of a further assessment process.”; 
· it is reasonably foreseeable that such energy generation using Karri, Jarrah and Marri will be conducted within the Diamond Mill precinct near Manjimup, taking advantage of the extensive network of roads previously used for the ‘Marri Woodchip Project’, for transport cost savings; and
· it is reasonably foreseeable that Karri, Jarrah and Marri will be burnt in the proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill, as a commercially advantageous variation to the 380,000 tonnes per annum wood fuel mix for the 40MW capacity, and for expansion beyond 40MW output.
Premier, in the Minister for Forestry’s answer to Parliamentary Question 5603 he said Karri, Jarrah and Marri ‘forest residue’ and ‘forest waste’ will be used for energy markets. These ‘forest residue’ and ‘forest waste’ terms are precisely the same terms that were used to justify the notorious 'Marri Woodchip Project', where Marri was described as residue and waste from clear felling, and millions of tonnes were squandered as wood chips. Now, Marri is in demand for furniture and flooring; exemplifying 'forest residue’ and ‘forest waste' is misused terminology. 
I am sure you would agree, there must not be another assault on the Karri forest as there was for the 'Marri Woodchip Project'.  In June 1999 you said in the Legislative Assembly “Woodchipping began in Western Australia in about 1973 and there was immediate public opposition to it.”…… “People could see then the environmental catastrophe that would result, just as they told the Western Australian farming community that over-clearing would lead to an environmental catastrophe, and it has.” Your words then are equally applicable now if your Government allows Karri, Jarrah and Marri to be burnt for electricity generation. I believe the proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill is a ‘Trojan horse’ that will lead to an assault on the Karri forest as an energy resource, causing justifiable public opposition.
Premier, please reply and assure me the Karri forest will not be used and abused for biomass power generation. Western Australia exports $4 billion worth of natural gas annually; surely we have sufficient clean natural gas for electricity generation in WA as an alternative to burning the Karri forest? 
I look forward to your prompt and personal reply.

Yours sincerely

