The Hon Alannah MacTiernan MLA
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure
13th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005
Dear Minister
EPA: IMPACT OF BIOMASS POWER PLANT ON ROAD SAFETY IN MANJIMUP AND PEMBERTON 
I write to draw your attention to the potential negative impacts heavy-haulage tracks supplying a proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill, Manjimup may have on road safety and to encourage you to request the Department of Planning and Infrastructure to make a submission to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) on the Public Environmental Review for the Biomass Power Plant. This is urgent as submissions to the EPA are required by 26 February 2008.
380,000 tonnes of Tasmanian bluegum and pine fuel for the Plant will be transported up to 100 kilometres to the Diamond Mill site south of Manjimup, including from north of Bridgetown. An additional up to 34 heavy-haulage trucks (60 tonnes when loaded) will traverse the South West Highway daily between 7am and 7pm, increasing the already major presence of similar woodchip heavy-haulage trucks since the Diamond Mill to Bunbury rail line closed.
The major presence of these 60 tonne haulage trucks at present is daunting for most sedan drivers, they are forty times their size and dominate narrow roads; the prospect of a substantial increase in number is of great concern to our family. There has been no overtaking zone constructed between Manjimup and Bridgetown since the woodchip trucking began, and the 10 kilometres of South West highway south of Manjimup to the Diamond Mill is particularly narrow. Windscreen damage and near misses from these huge trucks is common.
Minister, I appreciate we all have to share the roads, but the 380,000 tonne increase in haulage for wood is massive compared to, for example, annual haulage of 25,000 tonnes of potatoes and 10,000 tonnes of apples from the Manjimup and Pemberton region. Since closure of the railway line, private woodchip and timber transport is increasingly dominant at the expense of the public interest, and other industry, particularly tourism which is important to the Manjimup and Pemberton region, and Walpole where the iconic Tree Top Walk is located. Surely it won’t take a fatal accident on this aspect of the highway, involving either a local family or visitors/tourists for this imbalance to be rectified? 
The proposed Biomass Power Plant, which will burn 380,000 tonnes of wood a year to generate 40MW of electricity was initially proposed for a site north of Bridgetown, but this was overwhelmingly rejected by the community of Bridgetown. It was a shock to me in October 2007 to learn the Shire of Manjimup were ‘thrilled’ they had succeeded in convincing the Biomass Power Plant to relocate to Manjimup! The Public Environmental Review is disturbingly inadequate for assessment of the road safety and other impacts of the increased heavy-haulage. 
Please reply and assure me Minister that you will bring the Public Environmental Review to the attention of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure and encourage them to make a submission to the EPA by the 26 February 2008 deadline.
Yours sincerely
