The Hon Sheila M McHale MLA

Minister for Tourism
12th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005
Dear Minister
EPA: IMPACT OF BIOMASS POWER PLANT ON TOURISM IN MANJIMUP AND PEMBERTON 
I write to draw your attention to the potential negative impacts a proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill, Manjimup may have on tourism and to encourage you to request Tourism Western Australia to make a submission to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) on the Public Environmental Review for the Biomass Power Plant. This is urgent as submissions to the EPA are required by 26 February 2008.
The site proposed for the Biomass Power Plant is approximately 10 kilometres south of Manjimup, effectively in the centre of the Manjimup and Pemberton region which attracts intrastate, interstate and international visitors because of the unique Karri forest, food and wine, and ‘clean and green’ environment. In your statement of 17 December 2007, you said visitors to WA spent $5 billion in the previous year. We believe the Karri forest region, often featured in international advertising, has made a substantial contribution to attracting visitors to WA. In the same statement you referred to visitors from Singapore and Malaysia in particular growing; that is also our experience, with the visitors attracted to temperate climate holidays in the rural and forested environment of Manjimup and Pemberton. 
The proposed Biomass Power Plant, which will burn 380,000 tonnes of wood a year to generate 40MW of electricity was initially proposed for a site north of Bridgetown, but this was overwhelmingly rejected by the community of Bridgetown who wanted to maintain their ‘clean and green’ image. It was a shock to me in October 2007 to learn the Shire of Manjimup were ‘thrilled’ they had succeeded in convincing the Biomass Power Plant to relocate to Manjimup! 

The Public Environmental Review is totally inadequate in regard to potential impacts on tourism. For example, an additional up to 34 approximately 60 tonne when loaded trucks will traverse the South West highway daily between 7am and 7pm, exacerbating the already major presence of similar woodchip trucks since the Diamond Mill to Bunbury rail line was closed.  This will be a deterrent to return visitors in particular and increases the risk of fatal injury on the narrow highway. One such event involving tourists from Singapore or Malaysia, then reported in those countries, could take Manjimup and Pemberton off their tourism map. I am also concerned at both the potential actual and perceived impacts of atmospheric pollution from the Biomass Power Plant on tourism previously attracted to a non-industrial area. The perception of pollution alone could be sufficient to negatively impact tourism, and the potential for this must be evaluated in a cost benefit scenario that recognises the value of tourism.
This is the first biomass power generation plant in WA, and there are reasonable grounds to predict it will expand beyond 40MW at the Diamond Mill site, fuelled from the Karri forest. Hypothetically, I am sure a similar biomass power plant proposed for the Margaret River region would cause intervention by Tourism Western Australia; the Manjimup and Pemberton region is no less important. Please reply and assure me Minister that you will bring the Public Environmental Review to the attention of Tourism Western Australia and encourage them to make a submission to the EPA by the 26 February 2008 deadline.

Yours sincerely
