The Hon Kim M Chance MLC
Minister for Agriculture and Food

11th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005
Dear Minister
EPA: IMPACT OF BIOMASS POWER PLANT ON AGRICULTURE IN MANJIMUP AND PEMBERTON 
I write to draw your attention to the potential negative impacts a proposed Biomass Power Plant at Diamond Mill, Manjimup may have on my agricultural business and to encourage you to request the Department of Agriculture and Food to make submission to the Environmental Protection Authority on the Public Environmental Review (January 2008) for the Biomass Power Plant. This is urgent as submissions to the EPA are required by 26 February 2008.
The site proposed for the Biomass Power Plant is approximately 10 kilometers south of Manjimup, effectively in the centre of the Manjimup and Pemberton ‘food bowl’ which contributes in excess of $150 million to the regional and State economy. Agriculture is the major primary employment in the region, with a recent study by the Pemberton Wine Region Association showing 600 persons employed in viticulture and the wine industry alone. Historically, this region has been renowned for fruit, potato and vegetable production; viticulture, and new truffle and green tea initiatives add to our proud claim as the ‘food bowl’ of the South West. This agricultural production aligns with our vital ‘clean and green’ image.
The Public Environmental Review is disturbingly inadequate in regard to potential impacts on my agribusiness and property values. There is no mention of possible impacts on agriculture and food quality certification, or of the Horticultural Research Institute nearby and the field trials which have a major role in the region. The continued competitiveness of agricultural produce from Manjimup and Pemberton is dependent on food quality certification from Food Standards Australia and New Zealand and similar national and international certification organisations. In general, the technical requirements to achieve food quality certification are becoming more rather than less demanding on producers. Standards required to be achieved increasingly turn upon ‘worlds best practice’. Shift in air quality in the Biomass Power Plant notional 7km radius pollution zone from that normally expected in a non-industrial rural area to approximate what would be found in a mixed urban/industrial area will increase risks associated with both maintaining and achieving food quality certification. Established agricultural producers are being asked to accept these risks with no benefit in return for them from the proposed Biomass Power Plant. We will be seeking compensation if our agribusiness is harmed.
This is the first biomass power plant in WA, and there are reasonable grounds to predict it will expand beyond 40MW at the Diamond Mill site, fuelled from State Forest. There are many examples in WA of where the value of agricultural production has suffered because of inadequate consideration of the impact of pollutants. These mistakes must not be repeated. Please reply and assure me Minister that you will bring the Public Environmental Review to the attention of the Department of Agriculture and Food and encourage them to make a submission to the EPA by the 26 February 2008 deadline.
I look forward to your prompt reply.

Yours sincerely
